Users Guide to Tips and Techniques as presented to the NTPCUG 


Use the Plus and Minus key for data input.
This example was actually requested by a user a couple of years ago.  It was a feature in Quicken or Lotus or some software somewhere and the user just loved it.  It works by triggering on the 'OnKeyPress' Event.  A procedure is called in the Module 'modPlusMinusKey' which increments or decrements a numeric or date field.  It has more novelty value than practicality (IMHO) but if there is a lot of repetitious input and the increments are within five to ten points of each other it may be faster than keying the numbers (at least for my challenged keying skills).   

Access doesn't have a 2-digit Week format but you can roll your own.
I was requested to produce some graphs on a weekly basis.  I soon found out that Access has 2 digit formats for everything but weeks.  I 'rastled with the problem for a while, queried the news groups and finally came up with this solution (this is actually my own, the only one in this set I can claim).  It looks a little formidable but as you pull it apart it really isn't to tough and it does the job.  I put it in the query and then shoved it to the chart package and it worked.  In this example I just display it on the Form.

Passing LIKE parms to a Data Source.

For the longest time I used the 'LIKE' feature in the query builder.  That was all well and good until my users began asking for more involved request procedures and I started to build front-end request screens for Forms and Reports.  And naturally the users wanted to be able to only enter partial parameters because sometimes that is all they know (a first name, a last name that begins with B, etc.).   Well I knew how to pass a full field to a query but the SYNTAX for the 'LIKE' takes a little thinking about (at least for me).  I include it here to save you some time.  Once I broke the code I have found all sorts of uses for it.  And you can make a generic query on a Table and then pass it all kinds of parms and only have one query to deal with instead of a bunch of similar queries and trying to remember what each one does.  In the Tips DB there is a SYNTAX for multiple 'LIKE's on different fields. 

Selecting a Report by Date Range.

This is a flavor of the 'Passing LIKE parms to a Data Source' above.  I include it because I use to use 'Between [Start] and [End]' a lot.  Then the users wanted the date range in the Report headings.  No problem, I figured out how to reference the [Start]/[End] and everything was great UNTIL the whiney users wanted the darned dates when NOTHING was returned.  After I quit fuming about dumb users I realized they had a point.  Enter the front-end request screen again.  By having the dates available on the request screen (don't close the request screen when you launch the report, turn its 'Visible' property to No or just have the report Preview over it, or whatever, just don't close it) you still have the dates available for the Report heading.  Then you can use the 'On No Data' Event to display a message and suppress any fields that display the #ERROR message, etc.

What's your system Logon ID, Mister!?!
Dev Ashish originally wrote this code.  I use this all the time.  This little routine will go out and pull in the users' system Logon ID.  I use it as a poor mans' security.  I have some systems that needed restrictions on only one or two screens and I didn't want to use the full-blown Access security.  So I limit the access to those screens by the system Logon ID.  Yeah, yeah, it's got holes all over the place but, you know what, in my environment IT WORKS.  In my office only one person is Access savvy enough to beat it and she doesn't use that system anyway.  I also use it to limit queries where several people input Telecom Service Orders (TSOs) into one table.  Each person should see only his or her own orders.  By including their Logon ID as a field in the TSO record, I can limit the items in the select List Box to just that individuals' TSOs.

Who's Logged on to this DB, anyway??

I love this one!  I wish I could remember who originally wrote it.  I have added this to all my networked systems.  It works great.  I have it as an invisible button on the main menu.  Anytime I want to know who is using the system, I just double click in the lower right hand corner and, Voila, I see who is logged on.  It comes in handy if you need to compress a DB and need to get people off the system.  Also, you can track who uses your system, sometimes I find people logged on who I never thought even knew about a particular system.

I like this Currency Format, maybe you will too.

I have used this format for currency in all my systems.  Everywhere I have a currency field I just copy it out of my Tips DB and paste it in.  If I need to handle something special it's easy to modify.  The example here shows a couple of variations.  Use this one as a base to make your own favorite format for currency.

Did you ever need to show more than 24 hours in a time format?

I wrote a Call Center Ticket System and one of the reports calculated Mean Time To Complete (MTTC, how long did it take to close tickets).  Well, it turned out that we often had tickets that took more than a day to fix.  But when I did the math and used the standard   hh:nn:ss  the hours part would not reflect the correct number of hours.  It calculated correctly, (the decimal result was correct but it wouldn't display the hours greater than 24 correctly).   This routine is not original with me and I can't remember whether it came from one of the Web sites or from a NG.  I have often modified it to display DAYS, hours, minutes and seconds.  If you do much work with times, it might come in handy.

Here's a place to keep all those TIPs old age is causing you to forget.

Ok, I lied,  I did this one too.   When I started accumulating tips and shortcuts and things that I knew I would want to use again I wound up with a big three ring binder full of unorganized gold.  Even if I found what I was looking for I had to key it in with the inevitable fat fingering.  So I made a DB with just a single table in it.  Essentially it's just a bunch of Memo fields with an AutoNo, a title and a keyword field (which I never got around to using) attached.  I put all kinds of stuff in here.  As you work your way thru it you'll find places where I captured whole threads from NGs and cleaned it up to flow a little better.  But the real advantage of this over the three ring binder is the ability to copy and paste.

This presentation started out as this table only.  I put the Menu over it and added the Forms and Report.  I was going to sanitize the entries as some of the entries seem pretty basic to me now but it grew as I grew.  I decided to leave it alone.  Larry was going to present some sort of source code saver so I figured, I have one of those, it's bare bones, but too much fru-fru just gets in the way.  KISS is best, and that’s me, a simple kinda guy.  It works, it fits on a diskette and I can take it anywhere.

A note on Auditing.

I'm currently working on a system that requires an audit trail of transactions to fulfill a FDA compliance requirement.  When I first understood that auditing was required, I was ready to cry.  Then I did some searches of the NG and got a reference to an Audit process by Allen Brown in Australia.  I adopted it for my system and it was perfect for my needs.  I don't have a demo of it here, just the reference and a hard copy if anyone is interested.  This process handles Adds, Deletes and Before and After images of updates.  It does not handle cascading and has a few other limitations (discussed w/the documentation) but it works for my particular application..

I suggest you log on to Allen's site and read the whole description.  Auditing is never an easy process but he has done the hard parts.  All you have to do use it in good health.

Odds and Ends.

If you ever need to interface to AutoCad drawings from an Access DB there is a free download Viewer from the boys and girls who make AutoCad.  I have this installed in a NetWork Inventory Mgt system and the Network people love it.  It allows copying w/annotations & original drawings are never touched.  Neat!!

I keep mentioning NG or News Group throughout this presentation.  The one in question is:

comp.databases.ms-access   

If I had give up all my Access references but one, this is the one I would keep.

There is a nifty little Code Writer and MsgBox utility available as a FREE download at www.datastrat.com.

I use it all the time for great looking and painless Message Boxes.  I have screen shots below instead of a demo, I just ran out of time and couldn't add it in before the bell rang.
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